
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 14, 2008 

 
 

The Van Buren Historic District Commission held its monthly meeting Thursday, 
February 14, 2008 at 5:30 P.M. in the City Council Room of the Municipal Complex.  
The following items were on the agenda: 
 

1. Approval of minutes from last meeting 
 

2. COA for 509 Main Street for signage for Art Gallery 
 

3. Presentation by Randy Smith on restoration of head marker of 
Catherine Drennen in Fairview Cemetery 

 
4. Any other business that comes before the Commission 

 
 
 
PRESENT:   Dwight Hopkins, Chairman 
    John Symonds, Co-Chairman 
    Vickie Davis 
    Paul Gibson 
    Jody Rhoads 
    Cami Brown, Recording Secretary 
    Marta Jones 
    Lewis Reese 
    Mrs. Reese 
    Randy Smith 
 
This meeting was called to order at 5:30 P.M.  Co-Chairman John Symonds chaired this 
meeting, as Dwight Hopkins was present but without voice.   
 
The first item on the agenda was approval of minutes from the last meeting.  Vickie 
Davis made a motion to accept the minutes as written; motion was given a second by 
Paul Gibson and the motion carried with a unanimous decision. 
 
Next item for consideration was COA for 509 Main Street for signage for Art Gallery, 
Marta Jones proprietor.  After some discussion, Dwight Hopkins made a motion that the 
signage doesn’t affect surrounding properties.  This motion was seconded by Vickie 
Davis and carried a unanimous vote.  At this time a motion was made by Paul Gibson to 
approve this COA, and Jody Rhoads seconded motion.  This motion carried a unanimous 
vote. 
 
At this time, Randy Smith, liaison for City of Van Buren for Fairview Cemetery, 
addressed the HDC.  Mr. Smith presented plans to restore the head marker of Catherine 



Drennen in the Drennen family plot, with profits taken in from Tales of the Crypt in 
2007.  Mr. Smith commented Tom Wing of UAFS approached the Drennen family 
descendants and got their blessing, and was now looking for approval of the HDC for the 
project.  Cami Brown commented that the necessary people in Little Rock had been 
notified of the project, and were in approval.  Randy Smith commented that in 2008 
AETN would be shooting a documentary on cemetery restoration, and Fairview 
Cemetery may possibly included in the documentary if active restoration is going on at 
the time.  Liz Norton of Norton Arts will be featured in this documentary, doing 
restoration work across the state, and Norton Arts will do the restoration of Catherine 
Drennen’s marker here at Fairview.  The Commission was very pleased and excited about 
this news, and thanked Randy Smith for all the work he does on behalf of Fairview and 
the City of Van Buren for the sake of preservation.  At this time a motion was made by 
Paul Gibson to approve the work to be done at Fairview on the Catherine Drennen head 
marker, and Jody Rhoads seconded this motion.  This motion carried a unanimous vote.  
Randy Smith commented he would send a formal letter to the Fairview Cemetery Board 
to inform them of the project. 
 
With no other business, this meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
__________________________                                   ___________________________ 
   Dwight Hopkins, Chairman                                           Cami Brown, Rec. Secretary 


