
CITY OF VAN BUREN, ARKANSAS  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23 -1996 
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CONTROL OF ACCESS TO STREETS AND HIGHWAYS. 

 
 
WHEREAS, A public hearing was held before the Van Buren Planning Commission on the 2nd 

day of July, 1996 after proper notice as required by law; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Van Buren Planning Commission by vote approved the recommendation of 

the Control of Access regulations to the Van Buren City Council for passage and 
approval. 

 
WHEREAS, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VAN 

BUREN, ARKANSAS: 
 
THAT, The following Control of Access Ordinance is passed and approved and the 

Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute the same. 
 
ARTICLE 1. Authority. 
 
This Ordinance is adopted under the authority of A.C.A.' Section 14-56-401 and following, and 
A.C.A.-Section 14-56-419, and shall be known as the "VAN BUREN CONTROL OF ACCESS 
ORDINANCE". 
 
ARTICLE 2. Purpose. To provide for a safe and convenient means of vehicular ingress or egress, 
for commercial and industrial zones and uses, between a parcel or parcels of land and a public 
right-of-way whether or not the 'public right-of-way is a city street, a state highway, or U.S. 
Highway. 
 
ARTICLE 3. Commercial and Industrial Access. 
 
Section 1. Access. 
  
Access to lots or businesses within proposed commercial or industrial subdivisions or sites shall 
be provided according to the following standards: 
 
Section 2. Commercial Sites & Subdivision. 
 
Commercial Subdivisions: commercial subdivisions or sites shall be designed to provide access 
to individual lots or businesses within the subdivision or site through the provision of a 
driveway(s) from the adjacent street or highway. Commercial subdivisions or sites on state or 
U.S. Highways shall have driveway(s) designed in accordance with the Arkansas State Highway 
and Transportation Department's driveway regulations which are in effect at the time of the 
proposed development or the City of Van Buren's Control of Access Regulations. Under no 
circumstances shall a driveway be designed or constructed to standards less restrictive than those 
contained in the Van Buren Control of Access Regulations. The Van Buren Planning 
Commission reserves the right to grant a variance pertaining to the literal interpretation of these 
regulations when it is found that a distinct and unique' hardship will result from the strict 



enforcement of these regulations and that the hardship is specific to the property or properties in 
question and that the hardship(s) encountered by the petitioner has not been caused by any action 
of the petitioner. Hardship is further defined under Article 6 of this ordinance. 
 
Section 3. Commercial Standards. 
 
Commercial subdivisions or sites with proposed access to public rights-of-way within 
jurisdictional area of the City of Van Buren shall conform to the following standards. 
 
A.  Commercial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage of 80 feet or less shall 
be limited to one (1) driveway which shall be designed for both ingress and egress. 
 
B.  Commercial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage 
81 feet to 200 feet shall be limited to two (2) driveways where one may be restricted to ingress 
and one restricted to egress, or where both may be designed for ingress and egress. In case's 
where each driveway is designed for both ingress and egress, they shall be constructed in such a 
manner that will provide safe and unrestricted vehicular turns and without sight restrictions for 
any and all turns. 
 
C.  Commercial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage of 201 feet to 500 
feet shall be limited to two (2) driveways where at least one of the driveways is designed for both 
ingress and egress. 
 
D.  Commercial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage in excess of 501 feet 
may have three (3) driveways spaced, at a minimum, of 100 feet as measured from the outside 
limit between driveway radii. A maximum of four (4) driveways shall be allowed for any one 
commercial subdivision or commercial site. The Van Buren Planning Commission may approve 
a commercial subdivision or site with more than four (4) driveways if the proposed subdivision 
or site demonstrates the need for additional access based on traffic control and safety. 
 
E.  Commercial subdivision or site access shall be designed with minimum turning radii of 
25 feet, and a minimum distance of 75 
feet from an existing or proposed intersecting street, (as measured from the street right-of-way). 
 
F.  The minimum width of a commercial subdivision or site access driveway shall be 24 foot 
for both one-way and for two-way driveways. All driveway widths shall be measured along the 
right-of-way at the inner limits of the curbed radii. 
 
G. Whenever practical, shared access shall be encouraged for adjacent commercial 
subdivisions or sites, whether the subdivisions or sites are existing and being improved or are 
proposed for development. Depending on the size and location of existing or proposed 
commercial subdivisions, and in conformance with the standards identified in this ordinance, no 
more than two commercial subdivisions or sites may share any access for ingress or egress to a 
public right-of-way. If it is practical to share access according to this section, all standards of this 
ordinance must be met in designing ingress or egress to a public way. 

 
Section 4. Industrial Sites and Subdivisions. 
 
Industrial subdivisions or sites with, proposed access to public right-of-way within the 



jurisdiction of the city of Van Buren shall conform to the following standards: 
 
A. Industrial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage of 100 feet or less shall be 
limited to one (1) driveway which shall be designed for both ingress and egress. 
 
B.  Industrial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage of 101 feet to 200 feet 
shall be limited to two (2) driveways where one may be restricted to ingress and one restricted to 
egress. In cases where each driveway is designated for both ingress and egress, they shall be 
constructed in such a 1manner that will provide safe and unrestricted vehicular turns and without 
sight restrictions for any and all turns. 
 
C.  Industrial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage of 201 feet to 500 feet 
shall be limited to two (2) driveways where at least one of the driveways is designed for both 
ingress and egress. 
 
D.  Industrial subdivisions or sites with public right-of-way frontage in excess of 500 feet 
may have three (3) driveways spaced, at a minimum, of 100 feet as measured from the outside 
limit between driveway radii. A maximum of four (4) driveways shall be allowed for any one 
industrial subdivision or site. The Van Buren Planning Commission may approve an industrial 
subdivision or site with more than four (4) driveways if the proposed subdivision or site 
demonstrates the need for additional access based on traffic control and safety. 
 
E.  Industrial subdivision or site access shall be designed with minimum turning radii of 40 
feet and a minimum distance of 100 foot from an existing or proposed intersection of a street. 
 
F.  To the extent possible, ingress and egress for truck and other vehicular traffic shall be 
provided through separate and distinct access for each typo of vehicular traffic. 
 
G.  The minimum width of an industrial subdivision or site driveway shall be 24 feet for a 
one-way driveway and 40 feet for a two-way driveway. All driveway widths 'shall be measured 
along the right-of-way at the inner limits of the curbed radii. 
 
Article 4. Review of Requests For Access. 
 
Section 1. Procedure. 
 
All requests for proposed access from any lot or lots onto a public right-of-way whether or not 
the public right-of-way is a city street, state highway or U. S. Highway shall be submitted to the 
Van Buren, Building.Inspector for review. Requests for access will normally be a part of the 
permitting procedure for, building permits. When requested, the Building Inspector may require 
any or all of the following criteria for review and approval; 
 
SECTION 2. Criteria for Review of Requests for Access. 
 
A.  Possible or potential impacts on vehicular traffic safety. I 
 
B. Vehicular traffic generation and control as a result of the proposed commercial or 
industrial subdivision or site. 
 



C.  Impacts of the projected vehicular traffic volumes and turns on the adjacent public right-
of-way resulting from the proposed commercial or industrial subdivision or site. 
 
D.  Conformity of the proposed circulation plan and access requests of the proposed 
commercial or industrial subdivision or site to the Van Buren Master Street Plan and the Bi-State 
Long Range Transportation Plan. 
 
E.  Topographical conditions of the proposed commercial or industrial subdivision or site. 
 
F. Horizontal and vertical curvature conditions of the public right-of-way within 500 feet of 
the proposed access driveway or driveways.  
 
ARTICLE 5. Authority of Planninq Commission to Request Additional Information 
 
Prior to any Van Buren Planning Commission action or recommendation, the Planning 
Commission may request the developer or agent of the proposed commercial or industrial 
subdivision or site to prepare responses to questions or concerns regarding any one or more of 
the Criteria for Review of Requests For Access. Such responses may then be used by the Van 
Buren Planning Commission in formulating its recommendation to the Van Buren City Council. 
 
ARTICLE 6. Hardship. 
 
Any developer of a proposed commercial or industrial subdivision 
or site, of a proposed improvement to an existing commercial or industrial subdivision or site 
may request a variance from the literal interpretation of this ordinance when such request 
indicates that a hardship will result from the strict enforcement of this ordinance. Such 
hardship(s)that are indicated in the request must be unique to the property in question and riot 
shared by other properties in the immediate area. Such hardship(s) must indicate that the strict 
enforcement of this ordinance would render the property in question useless and prevent the 
owner or developer from practical utilization of the property. 
 
ARTICLE 7. Driveway Construction Specifications, 
 
Upon approval of any access permit; commercial and/or industrial, driveways shall be designed 
in accordance with the driveway design specifications contained in illustration "A" (found as an I 
attachment to this, ordinance), and shall be in accordance with the following driveway 
construction specifications. 
 
A. All portions of driveways, commercial or residentual, or industrial within the street right-
of-way shall be constructed to a minimum thickness of six (6) inches of Portland cement with a 
6" X 6" six gauge welded wire fabric or fiber mesh concrete. Concrete shall have a compressive 
strength of 3,000 pounds per square inch in 28 days and conform to the current specifications of 
the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department.  All concrete to be mixed, placed 
and cured according to the American Concrete Institute, ACI-318. 
 
B. Commercial and/or industrial driveways and approaches shall be constructed to a 
minimum thickness of six (6) inches of Portland cement with a 6" X 6" six gauge welded wire 
fabric or fiber mesh concrete. Concrete shall have a compressive strength of 3,000 pounds per 
square inch in 28 days and conform to the current specifications of the Arkansas State Highway 



and Transportation Department. 
 
C.  The City of Van Buren may, as a result of exceptional circumstances, approve other 
materials for driveway and driveway approach construction. 
 
D.  All driveways and driveway approaches shall be designed and constructed according to 
the specifications contained in Article 8 and illustration "A" of this ordinance unless permission 
to deviate from these specifications is expressly given by the City of Van Buren. 
 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 15th DAY OF Ju ly , 1996 
 

  
 
ATTESTED: 
CITY CLERK-TREASURER 
 



 
 

CITY OF VAN BUREN DRIVEWAY-DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS 
ILLUSTRATION 'A' 

 

 
 
 

DRIVEWAY CLASSIFICATION 
DESIGN SPECIFICATION   ILLUSTRATION REFERENCE  CLASS I  CLASS II  CLASS III 
 
THICKNESS ---- 4” 6” 6” 
 
WIDTH     W 

Minimum  12’ 24’ 24’ 
Maximum  24’ 40’ 50’ a. 

 
 

RIGHT TURN RADIUS (ft)    R 
Minimum  7’ 10’ 20’ 
Maximum  15’ 20’ 50’ a. 

 
MINIMUM SPACING 

From Property Line P 5’ 10’ 20’ 
From Street Corner C 15’ 75’ 75’ 
Between Driveways S 25’ 25’ 50’ 
 

 
MINIMUM ANGLE (degrees) A 60’ 70’ 75’ 
 

Minimum acute angle measured from edge of pavement and based on one-way operations.  For two-way driveways and in high pedestrian activity locations the minimum angle shall bee 
70 degrees. 
 
a. Requires turning islands. 
 
Class I Driveways for individual residences, duplexes or apartments with four or fewer units.  Apartments with five or more units require Class II driveways. 
 
Class II Driveways for small commercial or industrial uses where actual or anticipated vehicular trip production is 500 trips or less per day. 
 
Class III Driveways for large commercial or industrial uses where actual or anticipated vehicular trip production is over 500 trips per day. 
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